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The day was gone, the night came on, 

The Monks and the Friars they searched till dawn; 

Then the Scristan saw, on crumpled claw, 

Come limping a poor little lame Jackdaw; 
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Then the great Lord Cardinal call'd for his book' 

And off that terrible curse he took; 

The mute expression 

Served in lieu of confession, 

And, thus being coupled with full restitiution, 

The Jackdaw got plenary absolution! 
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